LGBT ADVI SORY GROUP CALLS FOR LAWS TO TACKLE HATE CRI ME

24 Septenber 2003

Concerns surroundi ng Thursday's Music O Black Origin (MOBO awards
have pronpted the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Advisory
Group (LGBT AG to issue the follow ng comments regarding the | ack of
| egislation to tackle hate crine.

"The MOBO Awar ds have highlighted the Crim nal Justice
Systenms inability to deal with the pronotion of hate crime.”

"We acknow edge that two bands nom nated are no | onger producing
songs

i nciting honophobic viol ence, but condemm unreservedly bands of al
styles which nmake profits out of pronoting hate crine."

"The songs appeal predominantly to the youth market and we are deeply
concerned that the Department for Education and Skills has not taken
practical steps to tackle honophobic prejudice in schools."”

"The recent decision of the Attorney CGeneral reiterates the
institutional lack of will to tackle ALL hate crine."

"The LGBT AG calls upon the Hone Office to give the police and the

courts the resources and legislation required to effectively tackle
hate crime and incitenment to hate crinme."

Not es

- The Lesbian Gay Bi sexual and Transgender Advisory Group is an
i ndependent Advisory Group to the Metropolitan Police Service.

- The Attorney General has announced that perpetrators of hate crines

will receive extended sentences in a bid to cut attacks. However, the
| onger sentences will not apply to people who commt honophobic
crines

(17/9/03).

- Further information on the LGBT AG can be found at www. | gbtag.org

For more information contact Bob Hodgson, Chair, LGBT Advisory G oup
Tel: 07952 970813, Fax: 0870 706 1956, Enmil: bobh@ gbtag.org



